United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Uoited States Patent and Trademark OfTice 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/865,697 



05/29/2001 



Takehiro Yoshida 



5514 7590 02/24/2006 

fitzpatrick cella harper & scinto 

30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK, NY 10112 



35.CI5377 



5737 



EXAMINER 



SAFAIPOUR, HOUSHANG 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2627 

DATE MAILED: 02/24/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/865,697 


Applicant(s) 

YOSHIDA, TAKEHIRO 


&ACU 1 III loi 

Houshang Safaipour 


Art Unit 

2627 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1,1 14. AppHcant*s submission filed on December 5, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed on December 5, 2005 have been reviewed but they are not 
persuasive. The response to the arguments is as set forth in the body of the rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill m the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yutaka Kido 
(JP 1 1-17877) and fiirther in view of Edamura (U.S. Patent No. 5,408,340). 
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Regarding claim 1, Yutaka Kido discloses a facsimile apparatus for reading image data of 
a both-side original and transmitting it, comprising: 

reading means for reading images on both sides of the original Page 9, [001 1]; 

discriminating means for discriminating whether effective image data is included on both 
sides of the original read by said reading means or not (page 1 1, paragraph [0015], lines 1-7); 
and 

Kido explains the reception mode (page 12) and does not explicitly disclose execution of 
a both-side transmission of the image data read from the both sides of the original if it is 
determined by said discriminating means that at least one sheet of original in which the effective 
image data is included on the both sides exists. In Edamura, the receiver recognizes two sided 
transmission by means of NSS signal from the transmitter (col 5, lines 49-60). Edamura 
executes a one-side transmission of the image data read from a front side of the original in the 
other cases (col. 5, hnes 3-9). As one of ordinary skill would have recognized, the ability of a 
transmitter to provide two-sided transmission enables a receiver to print on both sides of a 
recording sheet, thereby saving sheets. Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of an 
ordinary skill in the art to use Edamura' s facsimile transmission control method in facsimile data 
transmission of Kido to transmit two sided document upon recognition of such document. 

Regarding claim 2, Yutaka Kido discloses an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
even if at least one sheet of original in which the effective image data is included on the both 
sides exists, when a receiver on a partner side does not have a both-side transmission mode, only 
the sides including the effective image data are transmitted in order from the front side and a 
reverse side by using a one-side transmitting procedure (paragraphs [0015] and [0016]). 
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Regarding claim 3, Yutaka Kido discloses, an apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising operating means for designating a compulsory front side reading mode for reading 
only the image on the front side of the original, wherein when said compulsory front side reading 
mode is selected by said operating means, even if at least one sheet of original in which the 
effective image data is included on the both sides exists, only the front side of the original is read 
and the read image data is transmitted in a one-side mode (paragraphs [0015] and [0016]). 

Regarding claims 4-6, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1-3 are 
appHcable to claims 4-6 respectively. 

Regarding claims 7-9, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1-3 are 
appHcable to claims 7-9 respectively. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs, from 6:30am to 5:00pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Houshang Safaipour 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
February 21, 2006 




